on the smuggler and the size of the boat (see also Magoni, roos, and buda 2007; schapendonk and van Moppes 2007a) . Many of the boats used on this route are in bad condition, are overcrowded, and do not carry enough food and drinks, resulting in an estimated death rate of 10% to 40% (gerdes 2010; Magoni et al. 2007) . as a consequence, this route has become widely known to senegalese migrants as 'barca wala barsakh',1 literally 'barcelona or death', that is, one either arrives in europe or dies on the open sea.
Within migration-related literature explanations for population movements, in particular from the so-called global south to the north, are mainly based on research conducted on migration from Central and south america towards north america (Cohen 2004) . only recently have african migration flows towards europe been given attention by social researchers. Understanding reasons behind migration from africa to europe is mainly based on quantitative data and often focus on regular migration (van dalen, groenewold, and schoorl 2003; Heering, van der erf, and Wissen 2004), while qualitative studies on West african irregular migrants have dominantly focused on transit migration in north africa (alioua 2005; escoffier 2006) . studies on irregular migration in non-african geographies are mainly based on secondary resources and focus on identifying irregular migration routes, smuggling methods and numbers (de Haas 2008) . Hence, to date there is a lack of qualitative studies on irregular migration flows in the african-european migration context, leaving underexplored the actual life worlds, experiences and decisionmaking processes of the migrants themselves. as irregular migration involves a high level of risk-taking behavior it is necessary to understand whether the decision to partake in irregular migration can be understood in the same terms as regular migration and how the risk factor influences the migration decision-making process. this necessitates an in-depth understanding of why people decide to make use of migration whereby risk seems to outweigh any expected monetary benefits. in this chapter the following questions will be addressed: What drives senegalese men to partake in high-risk irregular migration? Who is involved in the decisionmaking process and how are risks dealt with? the aim is to better understand high-risk irregular migration in the West african context, which will also help to inform and improve policies addressing high-risk migration.
